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› Changing mobility

› International connectivity

› Capacity and infrastructure 

› Open access

Topics
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Mobility is changing: Air and Rail 
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International train passengers +38% cf. 2018
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Still small share compared to domestic travellers, but shift is 
observed
a.o. due to remote working, new tourism forms and a growing 
market

Worldwide strong growth in demand for aviation

Aviation back to 95% compared to pre-corona levels in 2023



Digitalization offers both possibilities and challenges

Traffic patterns are not the same as 5 years ago 

International rail:

▪ Passenger growth on long distance corridors

▪ More tourist trips by train, incl. revival of night trains

▪ Connecting border regions for daily urban system: a.o. Wunderline, Drielandentrein

Mobility as a Service: easy, quick, well priced

Mobility is changing
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HUBS CORRIDORS

Air and Rail connections: hubs and corridors
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Hub & Spoke

Point to point

Long distance

High speed

Daily urban system

Integrated in national system

International only 

FlightConnections. (n.d.). Directe vluchten vanaf Amsterdam (AMS) [kaart]. Geraadpleegd op 29-10-2024, van Vluchten vanaf Eindhoven 
(EIN) - FlightConnections

European Commission – DG MOVE. (2024). TENtec – Version 5.0.0-4 (2024-10-23 09:48) [kaart]. Geraadpleegd op 29-10-2024, van TENtec
Map Viewers - Explore the TEN-T Network | European Transport Infrastructure (europa.eu)

https://www.flightconnections.com/nl/vluchten-vanaf-amsterdam-ams
https://www.flightconnections.com/nl/vluchten-vanaf-amsterdam-ams
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tentec-maps/web/public/screen/home
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/tentec-maps/web/public/screen/home


Do we need new infrastructure to make further growth of 

international rail passengers possible?

Growth possible on short term (2035): some unused international paths on 

main corridors

Longer term growth requires more studies on general infrastructure 

measures and on specific corridors

Research ProRail will soon be sent to parliament

Infrastructure capacity
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End 2025: new PSO contract in the Netherlands

▪ Long distance connections in open access 

A lot of interest to set up new connections on main 3 corridors

Starting a new service takes time and a lot of effort

European policy/regulation to improve interoperability

▪ Capacity management, passenger rights, ticketing, TEN-T

Facilitating market initiatives
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Announced in coalition agreement June 2024

Focus on capacity 

▪ What are important hubs and corridors? 

▪ How does it relate to national and regional passenger trains and freight trains?

▪ How do we connect to networks in neighbouring countries?

Take away barriers for new operators, a.o. capacity management

Proposal to strengthen international rail
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› Mobility is changing; new 
challenges, also for international 
rail

› Air and Rail connections are both 
important for the international 
position of the Netherlands

› There is infrastructure capacity 
available to make further growth 
on short term possible

› Open access offers new 
possibilities for growth of 
international rail passengers

Summary
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Questions? 
Yvonne Boesten

Ministry of Infrastructure and 
Water Management 



What would you need from a 
strategy on international rail? 
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