
Wim van de Camp, former EP-member

• Modal shift (2011 White paper on transport) has gone into multi modality

• Good lobby of the road and aviation sector: dear Mrs. Rintel!

• This is my personal disappointment

• No clear choices of the EU in total: inhibiting member states



New initiatives NS/ NMBS  16 times a day Eurocity
Direct and also 16 times a day Eurocity to 

Brussels

Good Results DB 2023: increase of European rail 
way services 8.5 % (2023)

Switzerland 15,6 % and Spain 12,6% (2023)

Massive expansion plans high speed trains in 
Poland and Czech Republic.



But this is an autonomous growth of international 
railways services, not yet a real substitution / 

replacement from air to rail

And the one that really can offer substitution has 
his own problems

Challenges for Eurostar in Amsterdam and 
Brussels: January 2025??

Length of platforms, passport control, luggage 
check in and their surveillance? 



• I checked the websites of Air France/KLM and Brussels Airlines

• Flights from Amsterdam to Brussels, at least 10 a day 

• Flights from Amsterdam to Düsseldorf even via Paris!!

• Of course I know passengers don`t take that flights, but…….

• Transit Amsterdam Schiphol to Atlanta

• We underestimate the cultural behavior of our citizens and tourists !



• National markets are still to much the starting point

• CER – DB - SNCF the largest players

• Large advantages Market opening in Italy (Italotreno.com) and Spain (RENFE, +12.,6 %)

• The permanent discussion: Market opening versus guaranteed Public Services Obligations 



• Railway Infrastructure Capacity Regulation

• Negotiations in trilogue. EP did a good job. EU Council is ‘bremsing’.

• Negotiations about the Combined Transport Directive, the same story

• Sometimes I feel a cold nationalistic wind

• National interests and market protection are still leading to much



Mission letter to the new EC Commissioner for transport and tourism:

“I would like you to put forward a plan for an ambitious European high -speed rail network tot help to connect 
EU capitals, including through night trains, and to accelerate rail freight.

Again a perfect plan: to pleasure the Greens? First see it, than believe it

He is also the new commissioner for tourism: e.g. More consumer influence!

Hearing Monday evening the 4-th of November



“ You will prepare a proposal for a Single Digital 
Booking and Ticketing Regulation to ensure that 
Europeans can buy one single ticket on one single 

website and benefit from passenger rights 
protection for their whole trip

Booking of train tickets just three months in 
advance, air one year in advance

Data protection versus Data Isolation

Reliability of our EU (international) railway system

In the same Mission letter:

Multimodal Digital Mobility Services MDMS 
Regulation proposal was killed (by the lawyers of 

the EC)



We go on with the new TEN-T regulation: missing 
links or new tracks? (including the so called 

Lelylijn!)

With the CEF money + the revenues of the ETS and 
Energy Transition Taxes

Consequences of the Letta and Draghi reports on 
functioning / improving the internal market

And the though negotiations about the new MFF: 
Multi-anual Financial Framework

2028 - 2034

In the main time: we remain optimistic:



• Give the initiative to cross border regions and cities!
• Maby that this kind of initiatives gives more speed in our international modal shift from Air to Rail.

Thank you for your attention!

Other Ideas:
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