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Amsterdam – European capital connected 
to the world

View of Amsterdam Port, 
Abraham Storck



“We believe that high-quality, fast, and at the same time sustainable rail 
connections between our cities and metropolitan regions, are of vital 
importance…”

Amsterdam’s Deputy Mayor of Mobility Melanie van der Horst

International rail – political priority



◼ Eurocities is calling on the European institutions to support 
the development of a comprehensive high-quality rail 
network that links all European major cities and urban 
centres. […] we ask the EU to:

– Recognise rail transport as a top priority […]
– Encourage and support member states to invest in the development of 

connectivity between urban centres via long-distance rail transport 
[…]

– Offer a seat at the table for cities […] 
– Establish a regulatory framework that promotes healthy and fair 

competition in cross-border high-speed railways […]
– Support the development of additional night train services […]. 
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Co-operation: Eurocities policy statement



◼ 3rd platform Amsterdam Zuid
– Amsterdam Paris, Amsterdam London 

doubeling frequency form 2/hr to 4/hr
◼ Extension of Noord-Zuid metroline to Schiphol
– Doubeling the frequency Amsterdam-Berlin, 

Amsterdam-Frankfurt (1/hr – 2/hr) 5-11-2024

Amsterdam @ work
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Strategic approach: the Megaregion
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Megaregion: socio-economic reality



Megaregions in Europe
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Exploring the Eurodelta: SURE
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Exploring the Eurodelta: SURE-network
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Exploring the Eurodelta: SURE-research
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Eurodelta: core of  ‘European backbone’ 

700km perimeter: 
HSL superior to aviation

200km: core 
area ‘DUS’

Eurodelta
- core area = ca 50M inh
- 12% of EU population
- 3% EU surface
- 10% GDP of EU
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Eurodelta: challenges and opportunities
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Eurodelta: core of innovative Europe



Deutsche Bahn AG

HSR 2050: powerful framework for 
cohesion and innovation in Europe



5-11-2024Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T), 2024

TEN-T / Eurodelta: freight and passengers
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Eurodelta: absent in national planning policy
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Towards a comprehensive strategy

1. Amsterdam European capital, connected tot the world
• Amsterdam strongly supports improvement of international 

connectivity by rail
• We promote a comprehensive and colaborative strategy to that end

2. It´s not about trains, tracks and speed; it’s about people
• Integral thinking, policy and action are key
• International trains are a means to an end: innovation and circular 

economy. As well as social cohesion, sustainability and health, 
responsible growth, safety and security, strategic autonomy

3. International rail is more than international rail.
• International rail must be used as a driver for urban, regional, 

interregional and megaregional development
• Eurodelta: strategic cornerstone, allowing many stakholders to step in

4. The world doesn´t end at Lobith 
• New National Policy of the Netherlands must contain a cross-border 

megaregional approach
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