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In 2017, fuel combustion across all transport 
modes was responsible for 25% of all EU-28 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

Up to 800 kilometres, rail travel has the 
potential to drive down total CO2 emissions 
by 2 to 8 million tonnes for each year.

If the European Union aims to achieve 
climate neutrality by 2050, a 90% reduction 
in transport emissions is required.



Air – rail action agenda 
6 prioritary destinations

LoI Trans Europe Express 2.0
Amsterdam–Munich–Vienna



› Ministers declaration June 2020 on 
international rail passenger transport

› European Commission workplan 2021 includes
passenger rail action plan, October 2020;

› European Commission smart and sustainable
mobility strategy on i.a. intermodality and 15 
pilots new international rail passenger 
services, December 2020

› Kick off Year of Rail, sector statement on 
international rail passengers, 29/30 March
2021

› Progress Report platform international rail 
passengers presented to EU transport council 
3 June 2021

› Council conclusions development of rail 3 June
2021

Developing international rail 
passenger transport on the European 
agenda
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Platform International Rail Passengers
› The Platform envisages a holistic approach to bringing European 

countries and sector initiatives together

› To improve framework conditions for developing international rail 
passenger services.

› In order to focus on different themes, the Platform is divided into 
the following four subgroups:



Developing new 
international rail 
passenger services

Possible example: Amsterdam 
– Munich –
Frankfurt - Vienna..



1. Preparation phase:
a) Development of integrated international train paths > IM’s;

b) Analysis of passenger market and capacity IM’s, RU’s;
incl. infra bottleneck, interoperability, ERTMS deployment;

c) Determine necessary conditions, open access conditions, charges and levies, PSO 
conditions and arrangements > MS’s, IM’s, EC;

d) Structure for long term (f.e. 5y) capacity allocation > MS’s, IM’s, TTR, EC;

e) Market consultation for specific products > RU’s, CO’s;

f) Developments of guide lines for capacity allocation for international routes, based on 
KPI’s for IRP routes > MS’s, IM’s;

2. Decision making phase:
a) Selection of instruments, strategy and scheduling > MS’s IM’s, EC;

3. Implementation phase:
a) Arrange publication of market based integrated international paths;

b) Proposals by RU’s for international this EU-pilot IPR connection.

Pilot process and parties

3 November 2021
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Deel 2 hoe verder? 

› Internationaal spoorvervoer beleidsprioriteit IENW, 
instrumentarium?

› Uitgangspunt is open access en Europese regelgeving 

› Verkrijgbaarheid tickets gemakkelijker maken



Stellingen voor discussie 

› De toekomst van internationaal spoor zit niet in beton maar in 
service

› Voor een goed internationaal aanbod hebben we innovatieve 
bedrijven nodig die sec zijn gericht op het aanbieden van 
internationale treinen en gebruik maken van een open markt 

› Naar analogie van de rail freight corrridors kunnen de 
Infrastructuurbeheerders en overheden ook toewerken naar 
capaciteit voor commercieel aantrekkelijke internationale paden

› Mobility-as-a-Service voor internationale OV reizen kan de 
noodzakelijke service verbetering brengen (Blauwdruk kan zijn de 
MaaS-pilots in Nederland)



Verdere stappen platform International Rail 
Passengers

› Samenwerking met verwachte actieplan Europese Commissie, 
december 2021 ;

› Samenwerking met en binnen Europese spoorsector. O.a. tussen 
spoorwegondernemingen, derden die tickets willen verkopen en 
consumentenorganisaties;

› Resultaten van uitvoering workplan platform opnemen in Progress
Report 2 in 2022



› Progress report 3 June 2021:

› Better rail connections for Europe’s passengers | Publication | The 
Netherlands at International Organisations
(permanentrepresentations.nl)

›

› Hinne Groot, E: hinne.groot@minienw.nl

› Coen Timmerman, E: ctimmerman@goudappel.nl

More information

25 June 2021
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https://www.permanentrepresentations.nl/permanent-representations/pr-eu-brussels/documents/publications/2021/06/03/better-rail-connections-for-europes-passengers
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